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WHAT: A home that enacted an ongoing 
celebration, documenting the daily rituals of work, 
play, and hospitality with photography and film.

WHO: Husband-and-wife Charels and Ray Eames.

WHEN: Designed and constrcuted in 1949.

WHERE: Pacific Palisades, Los Angeles, 
California, U.S.A. 

PURPOSE: To serve as the married couple’s 
home and studio.
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THE EAMES
Husband-and-wife Charles and Ray Eames are well-known for their contributions to furniture and 
industrial design, films, exhibitions, toys, and architecture.They got  married in 1941 and then moved 
to California.

“Eventually everything connects—people, ideas, objects… the quality of the connections is the key 
to quality per se… I don’t believe in this ‘gifted few’ concept, just in people doing things they are 
really interested in doing. They have a way of getting good at whatever it is”. - Charles Eames



PLANS

First Floor Plan

Second Floor Plan



ELEVATIONS

Front Elevation

Rear Elevation



ELEVATIONS

Home West Elevation Home East Elevation

Studio West Elevation Studio East Elevation



SITE & SUSTAINABILITY

Nestled into the hillside to serve as a re-orientor. All the elements of nature join with the 
structure because of the openess of the site.

The house is situated on a three-acre site on top of an 150-foot cliff that overlooks the Pacific Ocean. 

The appreciation of nature is an essential part of life in the house. 

The final house design was driven by the Eameses’ decision to preserve the meadow and a row of 
eucalyptus trees. 



PROGRAM

The original intent was to have a very  flexible space, especially for the living room and studio, knowing 
it would be  filled with objects, particularly for the living room and the studio.

Designed with three functional spaces: a living area, a work area and a space for guests.



PRINCIPLES OF COMPOSITION

The facade is 17 feet high and broken down into two volumes (studio and living spaces) 
separated by an exterior volume (courtyard) allowing the composition to break up the space 
rhythmatically. 

The pattern is rigidly geometric with bright primary colors on the panels and different opacacity 
on the windows installed between steel columns and braces that were painted black.

The Eameses looked at life as being an act of design. The residence is filled with the “stuff” of 
their living, that tell the story of their lives, interests and loves. 
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The Eames House is a beautiful continuation 
of space. The rooms are liberating, flowing into 
one another even between  floors through the 
double-height spaces. Private and public 
spaces are not strictly divided.

The house is an unrolling scroll of a Mondrian 
painting that exemplifies the use prefabricated 
materials to create beautiful endless space.
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The Eames House was constructed with materials 
and techniques that resulted from WWII. It 
emphasized the idea of mass-production.  

Along with the retaining concrete wall, a simple 
steel frame was used for the structure of the house, 
which allowed a free-flowing circulation.

The steel frame was filled in with different solid and 
transparent colored panels arranged to create a 
shifting light in the interior throughout the day.

The Eames House consists of two glass and steel 
rectangular boxes. The structures are aligned 
along a central axis with a court on the ocean side 
of the House, a court between the two structures, 
and a parking / utility spot on the Studio far side. 
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